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 SJSH Student Council  
Participates in Relay For Life 

Catholic Education Week Activities at St. Luke  

St. Joseph-Scollard Hall           
Celebrates the Arts with Annual     
Insights and Sounds Production 

Faith Ambassadors Raise Funds for Local Food Bank 

Mother St. Bride Hosts Annual Pow Wow 
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We are extremely pleased to present the              
Nipissing-Parry Sound Catholic District School Board 
Director’s Report 2016.  
 
This report re!ects our belief that a high quality 
Catholic educa"on provides a strong founda"on    
for our children and our community by preparing 
our students for success in whatever pathway they choose in life. Our Ends        
statements make this commitment by describing four broad categories of            
outcomes for our students: knowledge and skills, commitment to their faith,       
posi"ve and healthy life a#tudes, and responsibility and stewardship.  
 
This year’s report emphasizes the posi"ve impact our board community has on our 
broader community. Our students par"cularly demonstrated great leadership 
through their sense of service and responsibility to others, locally and beyond.  
 
Also highlighted within this report is our progress in student achievement. Our 
board has o$en been highlighted provincially for successful results, and the        
2015-16 school year was no excep"on. We con"nue to place student learning and 
excellence at the heart of all our planning and decisions, and this is evident in the 
results which steadily improve.  
 
Finally, this report highlights and celebrates special recogni"ons and achievements 
within our board community.  These have only been possible with the signi%cant 
involvement of many partners – students, sta&, parents, parishes, and business, 
health and other educa"on partners. 
 
Learn more about our schools and programs by visi"ng our Board's website and 
following us on social media.  We also invite you to visit one of our 13 centres of 
excellence, or a(end plays, art gallery nights, concerts, athle"c events, and the  
special keynote sessions we host each year. We welcome you to be part of our   
success story)  

FROM THE DIRECTOR 

Anna Marie Bitonti 

As a board  we con"nue to be inspired by our        
students and sta& who demonstrate generosity, 
leadership and compassion in their schools and community. This past year 
we saw our students commit to the be(erment of society at a local,         
na"onal and global level. Whether making an impact through ba(ery 
drives, volunteering in Costa Rica, fundraising for Big Brothers and Big     
Sisters or raising awareness about important issues such as inclusion and 
equity, our schools con"nue to exemplify the true spirit of our Catholic 
Faith. 
 
We take pride in the many partnerships we have fostered over the years, be 
it with post secondary ins"tu"ons, in special educa"on, cultural                  
programming and many more. We are commi(ed to developing these          
rela"onships now and in the future.  
 
On behalf of the board of Trustees, I would also like to acknowledge and 
thank the many volunteers who partner with us. Their dedica"on and     
enthusiasm make possible the important ini"a"ves in our schools like the 
student nutri"on program, athle"c programing, career fairs and more. 
 
As Trustees we are commi(ed to maintaining the rich tradi"on of Catholic        
Educa"on. We put the best interests of our students %rst, and we take pride 
in their con"nued success. Student achievement and wellbeing will always 
be our %rst priority.  We look forward to another year of learning, growing 
and giving. 

FROM THE CHAIR 

Barbara McCool 

The 2015-2016 school year saw an abundance 
of social jus"ce ac"vi"es, which the board of      
Trustees is proud to recognize and celebrate. 



In the Community, 

Social Justice In the School, 

Nearly $3,000 Raised for Rotary 4 Kids! 

During the 2015-16 school year, eight NPSC schools  contributed a        
cumula"ve *2,936 to Rotary 4 Kids. Every year the Rotary Club of North 
Bay helps local families purchase equipment and programing so children 
in our community can lead ac"ve and ful%lling lives. NPSC schools raised 
funds for this program through a variety of school-led ini"a"ves including 
hos"ng pyjama days, crazy hat days, collec"ng pledges and more. Many 
children in our schools bene%t from the equipment purchased by Rotary 4 
Kids, making the experience even more meaningful for students and their 
school communi"es. 
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 Battle of the Grades Making an Impact!   Nearly $3,000 Raised for Rotary 4 Kids! 

Ba"le of the Grades Making an Impact! 

Every year students from St. Joseph-Scollard Hall +SJSH- challenge each other 
to a Ba le!of!the!Grades, where they partake in fun ac"vi"es to celebrate 
their school spirit. Along with the fes"vi"es of the day, the Student Advisory 
Council also helped orchestrate a *1000 dona"on to the Canadian Cancer 
Society and collected 598 items for the Big Brothers Big Sisters Youth in 
Transi"ons Food Bank. We are very proud of all of our secondary students 
for demonstra"ng such strong community-minded spirit) 



and Beyond) 
St. Hubert Ba"ery Drive 

Students in the St. Hubert Take Ac"on Club collected 1,764 lbs of ba(eries in their Spring 
Ba(ery Drive. Ba(eries were sent to Call2Recycle, where they were recycled and reused. A 
special thank you to St. Joseph-Scollard Hall, St. Francis and Our Lady of Fa"ma schools who 
supported this ini"a"ve by dona"ng their ba(eries. Congratula"ons to the Take Ac"on Club 
for your commitment to global ci"zenship. 

Our Sta#—Leading By Example 

NPSC sta&, family and friends entered the Big Bike Ride for Heart and Stroke for the %rst 
year, raising a total of *4,007 for Heart and Stroke. We are very proud of our “Catholic     
Crusaders”. NPSC Board O/ce sta& also took part in a four week Bake-O& in support of  
United Way. Sta& baked, bought, sold and ate a variety of baked goods to raise *1,343 for 
the United Way Helping!Kids!Be!All!They!Can!Be campaign. Thank you to all of our employees 
for demonstra"ng what NPSC spirit is all about.  St. Hubert Battery Drive 

 NPSC Raises Over $4,000 for Heart and Stroke 
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Student Voice 

Equity 
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Anishinaabemowin Teg Scholarships 

Summer Fisher, Kiley George and Miigwans Assance-Goulais were recognized 
with scholarships from Anishinaabemowin Teg for the important role they 
play learning and promo"ng the Anishinaabemowin language in their schools. 
All three students are currently enrolled in the Na"ve as a Second Language     
program at St. Joseph-Scollard Hall and Our Lady of Sorrows schools. 
 

A Suppor%ve School Means… 

SJSH students gathered in front of their school to par"cipate in a ceremony 
aimed at promo"ng inclusivity and social jus"ce. Orchestrated by the Grade 
12 Equity and Social Jus"ce Class, students and sta& were encouraged to wear 
light blue to show their support for World Au"sm Awareness Day. Students 
raised an impressive *532 for Au"sm Ontario and completed a 'wall of       
support,’ where they signed their names and %nished the sentence                 
;a suppor"ve school means...; 

 
Students Take Leadership on Equity and Inclusion  

SJSH students celebrated equity and inclusivity by organizing a series of    
workshops aimed at promo"ng mental health, posi"ve body image, self-
con%dence and more. The student group, who were recipients of a Student 
Voice Grant, engaged community partners to facilitate workshops and provide 
insight into relevant topics and issues. A(endees of the workshops are now 
student ambassadors, who have pledged to support equity and inclusion at 
SJSH. 

Anishinaabemowin Teg Scholarships  



Inclusion 
Fireside Essay Compe%%on 
 
The Fireside Essay Scholarship Compe""on is an annual         
compe""on put forth by Fireside Catholic Publishing, which sees 
students from across North America complete essays in hopes 
of winning one of only a handful of *1,000 scholarships. SJSH 
student Finn Seguin submi(ed an essay about the importance of 
religious educa"on in his schooling. His essay was named one of 
the top %ve essays in the compe""on, making him the only  
Canadian to walk away with a scholarship in 2016. 

Student Forum 

Students from across the NPSC district gathered at the SJSH     
St. Lawrence Chapel for the 2016 Elementary Student Forum, 
themed “Opening Doors of Mercy”. Thirty-one elementary   
students in Grade 6, 7 and 8 a(ended, represen"ng each of the 
eleven NPSC elementary schools. The Forum was coordinated 
by the Student Trustee and nine of her peers who taught       
valuable leadership, communica"on and con%dence building 
skills to help empower elementary students to become ac"ve 
learners and leaders in their respec"ve schools. All a(endees 
were given an opportunity to select topics that were of interest 
and relevant to their own educa"on. The a$ernoon por"on of 
the Forum consisted of a presenta"on from Grade 9 students 
about the transi"on from elementary to secondary school and            
elementary students were given the opportunity to ask          
ques"ons. 
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“+Religious educa"on- is about learning how other people 

work and how beliefs and cultures can make you a be(er 

person. It gives you the strength you need to keep trying as 

hard as you can every day and not give up on yourself.”  

- Finn Seguin 

SJSH Student Wins Fireside Essay Competition  



Chris% Belcourt Visits Mother St. Bride 

Acclaimed visual ar"st and author Chris" Belcourt visited Mother St. Bride            
elementary school to discuss her work with students and teach some of her ar"stry. 

Students in the Na"ve Art and Culture Integra"on classes studied Belcourt as part of 
their curriculum, which focuses on the works of several Canadian ar"sts, highligh"ng 
their speci%c styles and techniques. Students had the opportunity to create their 
own work using these techniques and par"cipate in discussions pertaining to the 
ar"sts’ cultural in!uences.  
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NPSC Celebrates Culture 

Grade 6 Retreat  

Nbisiing Grade 6 Retreat 

Grade 6 students from across the NPSC district joined together at   
Nbisiing Secondary School to learn about biodiversity, the Ojibway 
language, cultural ar"facts, cyber-bullying and more. Students were 
led by NPSC teachers Tory Fisher, Emily de Jourdan and Candace     
Fisher and were joined by special guests Nancy Allaire, Nikki            
Commanda, Julie Cote, Karen McLeod, Joan McLeod and Lee McLeod. 
Thank you to all of our students, teachers and community partners 
who helped to orchestrate an amazing day for our Grade 6 students) 

Christi Belcourt Visits Mother St. Bride  
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$10,000 in Instruments to Mother St. Bride  

“These instruments will give (students) the   
platform they need to develop as young          
musicians and build strong foundations for 
any future musical endeavour they choose.”  
 
- Allison Denomme, Music Teacher

 
 Biidaaban: A Circle of Caring 

NPSC welcomed Nipissing University’s Biidaaban             
Community Service-Learning Program at Holy Cross and     
St. Luke elementary schools to pilot a new program called  
A!Circle!of!Caring. Using learning materials created by the 
Centre Ontarien de Pr  éven"on des Agressions +COPA-,   
students a(ended a 60 minute in-class session to learn 
about acceptance, respect and understanding. 
 
Na%ve as a Second Language (NSL) comes to SJSH 

Building on the successes of the Na"ve Language programs 
in schools across the district, NPSC was proud to extend the 
NSL Program at the secondary level in the 2015-2016 school 
year. St. Joseph-Scollard Hall currently o&ers courses at 
both Level 1 and Level 2 credit units. 

Mother St. Bride Receives $10,000 from Musicounts 

Allison Denomme, teacher at Mother St. Bride School, was 
thrilled to learn that her music program was selected as a 
recipient of a Musicounts grant, being awarded *10,000 
worth of instruments. Denomme’s music program receives 
all Grade 7 and 8 students from the NPSC district to take 
part in music instruc"on at Mother St. Bride School. The 
new instruments will bene%t NPSC students for years to 
come. 
 
Heritage Fair  

The Heritage Fair Program is a mul"-media ini"a"ve       
developed to increase public awareness and interest in  
Canadian history. Of the 107 Heritage Fair par"cipants in 
North Bay, 28 projects were awarded special recogni"on 
based on concepts such as cri"cal thinking, reading and 
more. We are proud to share that 19 NPSC projects were 
recognized with awards of dis"nc"on. 
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Academics, Athletics  
St. Luke Recognized by EQAO 

St. Luke was one of %ve Ontario elementary schools pro%led by the Educa"on Quality 
and Accountability O/ce in 2016 for its success in developing a mathema"cs program 
that helped its students meet the provincial standard. In 2013, 17< of St. Luke’s          
students who had not met the provincial math standard in Grade 3 improved to meet it 
in Grade 6. In 2015, that percentage rose to 33<. Our congratula"ons and apprecia"on 
are extended to all students, sta& and community partners. 

SJSH Launches Advanced Placement Courses 

SJSH began o&ering French Advanced Placement +AP- courses during the 2015-2016 
school year. The Advanced Placement class at SJSH performed well above the global 
average, achieving an overall grade point of 3 or higher on a grading scale of 5.           
Congratula"ons to our %rst AP cohort) 

North Bay Regional Science Fair 

The North Bay Regional Science Fair saw students from across NPSC bring forward     
crea"ve, well researched, ar"culate projects. Many NPSC students were recognized for 
their projects, a few highlights include: St Luke School taking away the Professional    
Engineers' Wives Club Trophy for the school with the highest cumula"ve score, Gabrielle 
Russo +St. Luke-, won a bursary and was selected to a(end the Na"onal Science Fair in        
Montreal and Samantha Lavallee and Jesica Osborne +SJSH-, won the Secondary         
Environmental Award. 
 
 
 

St. Luke Recognized by EQAO  

SJSH Offers Advanced Placement Courses  
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and Special Recognition
Coach Laurie Vezina receives OFSAA recogni%on 

In June of 2016 SJSH coach, Laurie Vezina, was awarded the Leadership in School Sport Award from the Ontario Federa"on 
of School Athle"c Associa"ons. Laurie was nominated for her leadership and dedica"on to coaching and sport throughout 
her career. Laurie has been teaching with NPSC for over 20 years, dedica"ng her career to the development of young    
athletes and promo"ng sport. 

25 Year Employees and Re%rees Honoured 

The Nipissing-Parry Sound Catholic District School Board was pleased to honour an impressive group of individuals, who 
have collec"vely and individually made an enormous di&erence in the lives of thousands of NPSC students and their      
families. Thank you for your commitment to Catholic educa"on) 

SJSH Par%cipates in Special Olympics School Championships 

NPSC is proud of our SJSH Track and Field team for compe"ng in the Special Olympics School Championships. Nine track 
and %eld champions returned home with 18  medals and 16 ribbons. The nine SJSH athletes were among the 150 Special 
Olympics athletes from around Ontario who par"cipated in the event at the Oshawa Civic Recrea"on Complex. 

25 Year Employees and Retirees Honoured  

Coach Honoured  

Special Olympics School Championships  



Nipissing-Parry Sound Catholic District School Board                                                                                                                                                                                                                       11 

Parent Engagement 
Holy Cross Celebrates Na%onal Aboriginal Day 

Holy Cross Catholic School Council was successful in their applica"on to have CBC host Sid Bobb join them in       
celebra"ng Na"onal Aboriginal Day. The school council was successful in their applica"on for a Parents Reaching 
Out Grant, which helped fund Bobb’s visit and presenta"on to the school. All students par"cipated in the            
celebra"on, wearing white, red, black and yellow and si#ng in the North, South, East and West sides of the circle. 
 
Maurice Switzer Visits Our Lady of Fa%ma 
Our Lady of Fa"ma Catholic School Council was successful in hos"ng Maurice Switzer, author of We!are!all!Treaty!!!
People, for an engaging discussion about Anishinabek teachings and the 1764 Treaty of Niagara. Switzer brought 
beaded Wampum Belts and guests had the opportunity to make their own belts to take home. Homemade bannock 
and fresh strawberries were also served. 
 
Dr. Alex Russell Returns to NPSC 

The NPSC Parent Involvement Commi(ee welcomed back Dr. Alex Russell, Ph.D., C. Psych, to discuss new topics 
and share insights into paren"ng psychology. Dr. Russell addressed common challenges facing children and youth 
and o&ered a perspec"ve that helps parents take a posi"ve and emo"onally rewarding role in their children’s lives. 
Over 100 parents who a(ended the event were able to listen to Dr. Russell and par"cipate in a ques"on and      
answer session.   

Parent Involvement Night at Our Lady of Fatima CBC Host Sid Bobb 

Holy Cross Celebrates National Aboriginal Day 
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Our Team Board Operations  

Board of Trustees 

Le$ to right: George Whi(et - North Bay, Jacques B égin +Vice Chair- - East and South of North 

Bay, Judy Manitowabi - Nipissing First Na"on, Barbara McCool +Chair- - North Bay,                       

Kealey Ducharme +2015-2016 Student Trustee- - St. Joseph-Scollard Hall, John Willemsen - West 

Nipissing, Linda Jamieson - North Bay, Shawn Fitzsimmons- North Bay.  

 

Senior Administra%on 

Back row +le$ to right-: 

Monsignor Norm Clement, Board Chaplain 

Grace Barnhardt, Superintendent of Business 

= Treasurer 

 

Front row 

Anna Marie Biton", Director of Educa"on 

Paula Mann, Superintendent of Educa"on 

Senior Administration 

Board of Trustees 

70%

2%

15%
2%

7%

4%

EXPENDITURES
$46,768,080

Instructional

School Generated Funds

School Operations, Maintenance, Pupil
Accomodation

Other

Pupil Transportation

Administration & Governance

77%

11%3%
4%

3%3%

2%

REVENUES
$46,917,993

Provincial Legislative Grants

Local Taxation

Tuition Fees

Other Provincial Grants

Other

School Generated Funds
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EQAO Achievement Results* 

>Please note, assessment results for the English-language school system are not available for the 2014-2015 school year. Due to labour disrup"ons, not all schools par"cipated.  
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NPSC At A Glance 



Nipissing-Parry 
Sound  

Catholic District 
School Board 

www.npsc.ca 

1000 High Street,  
North Bay ON, P1B 6S6 

 
 

705 472 1201    
contact@npsc.ca 


